HOPE OF SALVATION; Continental theme 2009
By Leen La Rivière
As Continentals we have the privilege to serve God with a unique call. This call is a mix of personal aspects like: dedication(grounded in faith), trust(grounded in biblestudy, prayer) ,hard work (training/tours) AND as vehicle we use music and choreography.
These two aspects create an important balance.

This balance is important as so many can be easily driven away on waves of emotion. Well, faith has nothing to do with emotions: “We live by faith, not by sight”(2 Cor.5/7). Sight means: by hearing, seeing, smelling, tasting, with all your senses/emotions/experiences.
So, for our ministry is music and choreo extremely important, but those artistic forms are the vehicle of communication, NOT the purpose. The purpose is to glorify God. We as singers/dancers are not the purpose, we are called/we participate in Continentals: “to be a living hope”(1 Peter 1/3). It is adviced to read this whole episode (1 Peter 1/3-23). For the Continental theme we look to a few more parts of that chapter: “sothat your faith may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls”.
“Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given to you when Jesus Christ is revealed”.
This is our hope that puts us in action.

And what do we have in this action? Gods Word!

“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart (what a great personal encouragement), that is the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the death, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says: “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame”. (Rom.10/9-11).
This hope of salvation or maybe better to say, this 100% guaranteed reality, will help us in our personal lives, group life, in church, at school, in the community, for our future.
Another bibleverse of great encouragement:

“I said, you are my servant; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. So do NOT fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will upheld you with my righteous right hand”. (Isaiah 41/9b-10).

And another great verse expressing the hope of salvation:

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you or forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged”(Deut.31/8).

Thinking about SALVATION, there are 3 stages:
1. Salvation BY….

2. Salvation FROM….

3. Salvation TO…..

SALVATION BY……

A. Salvation is not an autonomous act, happening and organising itself, like the laws of gravity. Something happens and  you need to be saved, or that moment needs to be saved or the object needs to be saved. So who saves? Salvation is not possible unless somebody interferes. So who interferes in those situations? That may depend on the situation. So who are our “salvationists”? 

Just make a list of  difficult situations and write beneath who stepped in to help you out. It may have been a familymember, a friend, …..  Let’s hope you expressed thankfullness towards your ‘salvationists’. 
B. Now make another list and write down when you were a “salvationist” for somebody else. Have you thanked God that you were in a situation to help another? Helping somebody is exactly what Jesus told us: “To love God with all your heart, soul and mind; and to love your neighbour as yourself”(Matthew 22/37-40). To DO this is the fulfilment of Gods words. To love your neighbour is not possible unless you DO actions of that love.
C. Understanding this, it becomes clear that from the microcosm of all our personal lives , it’s only one step towards the macrocosm, where we are faced with the ontological questions about creation, the purpose of our existence, the nature of life and death, etc. 
And here we face the wall between God and ourselves; here God Himself stepped in to bridge the gap appearing among mankind in the person Jesus Christ. He IS our salvation for this life and eternity! “Jesus said: today salvation has come to this house (of Zacchaeus); for the Son of Man(Jesus) came to seek and to save what was lost”(Luke 19/9-10). “God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe”(1 Cor.1/21). “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him”(John3/16,17). You are adviced to use a concordance to seek to more verses where is stated that God (in Jesus) is our Saviour. You will get a great and very blessing list and adviced is to make notes How and When and Where you experienced that. Important special dates to celebrate your eternal salvation! What a hope this brings in your heart.
SALVATION FROM…..

A. Microcosm: In your everyday life you may have experienced that you were saved from sad or terrible situations. That may range from gossip till drowning, accidents or attacks. And some even may have experienced an act of God or angels to get out of trouble. But not everybody will see such deliverance. Yes, here are many questions that nobody can answer: if God is a God of love, why did this happen, or why did this person die so young. The very few reasonable suggestions I ever got were: due to the choice of Adam and Eve we live now in a world where we have to carry totally the consequences of our deeds. So if you drive too fast, you may kill a person. Or if you eat the wrong things, you may die too early. You can die because of some illnesses, etc. Those are the laws of causality, and nobody can escape that. But sad things that happen are NEVER a punishment of God. “For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord, repent and live”(Ezekiel 18/32). And please do NEVER turn this verse upside down like: ‘so because this person died, he did not repent’ or ‘this happens to that person, so that person may not be saved’. You put yourself in Gods seat, and God hates when we become judgemental. Believe always in the love and grace of God and please act that out, wherever possible.

B.  Macrocosm: 

* God will save you from the grave/kingdom of death/hades (see Ps.86/13; Ps.33/19; etc) that does not mean you will not die, but that you will live forever with God after you die.
* God will save you out of judgement day (see Math.10/15, 11/22,24, 12/36; John 5/22-24, 16/8-11; Rom.2/2, etc). Read very well John 5/22-24, what a GREAT encouragement
* God will save you from fear. Some churches have in a terrible way misused the bibleverses that speak about ‘judgement’, some have even preached hell and brimstone if you would do the smallest transgression (according their view on morality). And how many of those hell and brimstone sermons were finally only the thoughts of that preacher: ‘a real Christian does not go by train’(19th century), ‘a real christian does not go by car’(beginning 20th century), ‘a real christian will not watch TV’(20th century, later changed to ‘on sunday’), ‘a real Christian woman will not wear pants like a man’, ‘a real Christian will not dance’, ‘a real Christian women has long hair’…. the list of those judgemental, legalistic views like the Pharisees leads only to hypocrisy and most of such judgements were a lie. Please do NEVER believe such silly arguments. Have no fear for the words of such ‘christians’. It  is amazing what fear can do with you. It paralyses! You may not even be able to speak, perform, act, readout, live anymore. Fear is satans weapon! It is amazing how many times is said towards a person, having a meeting with God, angels, etc: ‘do not fear’. Be sure that ‘nothing can separate us from the love of Jesus Christ’ (Ron.8/35-39). “God is love. Whoever lives in love, lives in God and God in him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the days of judgement, because in this world we are like Him. There is NO FEAR in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment” (1 John 4/16-18). What an incredible encouraging, hope-giving, salvation-bringing verse, a verse that sets us totally free to glorify God.
SALVATION TO….
You, nobody is saved just to sit in a no-action-mood, like occupying a church seat or singing in a praise group and thinking that this is the whole purpose of life. NO STUPID. Of course there is nothing wrong in going to church or serving in church, but that is NOT Gods purpose for your life. Here a number of thoughts to consider: I give you per thought one bible passage. You have the challenge to find more bibleverses with each of the following thoughts.
* personal life: salvation sets you free from inner boundaries, sothat you can become the person God meant to be. (Rom.6/11-23) Personal development is the challenge and that process goes on after leaving school.

* trustworthy being: salvation sets you free, sothat Jesus becomes visible in you. (2Cor.6/1-10) And such a person is trustworthy, stands for real values, does ethical (keeps to the 10-commandments). And that relates as well how you are at school, at university, at work.
* life in society: salvation sets you free, sothat you will have the courage to step into the public arena: let your light shine or being salt.  (Math.5/13-16)
This includes as well to stand up for justice and social justice.

* personal good deeds: well you can never earn your way into heaven by doing good deeds. But still God is challenging us, now we are His children, to act out this great new state-of-being. (James 2/14-17) Salvation makes it possible to love your neighbor and you can only do that by acting that truth out (even if your neighbor is somebody you really dislike…!)

* store treasures in heaven: salvation means you can get your priorities right. (Math.6/19-21) Money, possessions should not be your priorities (it is the ultimate goal of our secular society), those priorities can never make you happy. So think about how you can store treasures in heaven.

* save the world: Yes, salvation means as well that we have to review our relation with the world, all of creation. (Rom.8/19) Stop misusing our world, learn caring for Gods creation. Our future is not to restore consumer trust to consume more, but to rethink how we can consume less, so that our grandchildren will have as well a planet to live on.
* live forever: Most people will mention this aspect as the first one. But the first 6 deal with real life in the here and now. How strange it may sound, to live forever is the by-product of the first 6 ones. Read carefully Math.25/34-46. This passage is an encouragement to follow Jesus example. He promises us ‘eternal life’ (John 3/15,16 and many more verses).
I want to close with some recommendations:
1. how do you know you are saved in the eyes of God

2. are you going to make a list of situations that somebody ‘saved’ you. Will you express thankfullness towards those personal salvationists?

3. will you make a list where you did help a person; when were you a salvationist? Will you thank God that you could do such an act of ‘loving your neighbor’.  

4. have you dealt with your inner secrets of fear? Write for yourself how and when you became free.

5. Salvation has a few purposes, I mentioned 7.

Now do the following: find with each of the 7 mentioned purposes at least one more bible verse to underline  such purpose and why do you believe your bibleverse fits there.

6. With each of the 7 purposes, can you write down an example where you saw in your personal life that you acted for such a purpose.
